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Dear Don:

For over twenty years the pPrescription drug indsutry
has successfully kept from

the public the fact that there

1s no medical difference between drugs prescribed gcnerically
and drugs

prescribed uslng their trade name. The result hasg
been 2 mulei-billion (sic) windfall profic for t

he drug
industry. Their success is

dus to thetr cozy relationship

with politicians and doctors,

This is not a new story,

What 1s new is
about to

that ve are
uiwled {c here ip Rew York and, {f q ¢

amera comeg in,
1t will be able to tee the hidden forces ap work. And
that {3 new, too.
Key to the solution ig 2 1ist of safe and effective
drugs which everyone claims does noe exisc. ¢ does. 1
1s concalned

within two smal} ¢ardboard boxes, siteing ac
a file cabinet within the Food and Drug Adming o

Stration,
acve Eive-by-seven handwritren cards,

¥henaver there 1g 4
check alengafde a drug and a cotpany
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effective as produced by that company. That lictle red check

{3 the (inal step of one of the most sophisticated technological

processes anywhere in the world. Keeping that list from public

the drug companies,
corpile and kecp thar 1ist want it our,

view 15 worth billiong te The men who

One of the keepers

is a laconic Jewish New Englander who
wears a Carter-

type swveater with a hole in the elbow,

is a cantankerous doctor who quit as head of

His boss
the new drug
division of the Fpa because he couldn’c go along

vwith Nixon.
Under Congresaional mandate, they have tested eve

ry drug now in
use {n America for both

safety and effectivoness.

A low btd on a drug, they come to the
box to look up the dryg,

Vhen the
nilitacy gets

cardboard

and_ 1f che conpany has a red
name. cthat recans the drug is

~check by frg
okay for generals, Privates,
1f this lig¢ were {n the publie domatn,
1t would undercut the arguments of th

e drug Cuompanfes,
rything possible eo
{s & hole {n the wall, their

presidonts and Congressmen

The FDA haa done Just about eve

stop thene man. Thelr office

staff has been cut o Lwenty-nine People, their Xeron machine
has

been removed., Bug they arg burcancrats whe know how o
Roke the system wurk.

One phone call to chety technological
center in St. Louis turns logse A maseive Lnvestigative capacity.

I don't fully understand the tYeasoning Preventing the
lisc from being made Public, but che twe men have agreed ¢o
help me put the lige together,

from their Sources, snd they,
in turn, will certify it for me. It {s a masaive Job; we have



————
Page 3

APpril 18, Lesy
Dt Newlre

pharmacista, unlonistcs, college kids and others at work,

then it is done, 1t will be institutionalized As the State

Formulary...that is if the lobbyists, who are quietly and
cffectively at work, don't blaock cur work.

We are plamming a drug hcaring on the questfon "Are

Cenerics Safe" for April 28, at which we will have the keepers

of the lise, plus others, tell how they have auccessfully used

generics for years. As you may know, there {3 a several tier

pricing system; municipalities get one Price, hospitals another,
Sovernment another, and, now the poor, duve to medicaid nm-nqnnnnu:F

The only one out in the cold is

niddle-{neone consumer, who couldtuy generical
understood how the Syston worked.

Eet 2 low price. the working poor
and

iy 1€ he

We are also attacking on several other fronts,

have an experiment Eolng under which the local phasmac
can ure

Ve

iec
the state contrace prices for his medicatd drugs;

the
drug companies are up in arms over this experimont (a

legislative-oxecutive pre-legislative Joine efforey .
alsc going

There are a hundred 11icrle stories

here; go Bany, in
fact, that you don*t know where to

Start or stop. The drug

State ¢0 keep the Pharmacigg

substituting the lower priced
gener{c for a trade name; they spend $5,000

Physlclan to brainvash doctors about trade

cocpanies got laws passed n every

from advertlsing and from

year per
hame drugs; E1f
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Lilly has a campafgn golfng which the FDA mays {sa designed ¢

ttighten people away from using generlcs...but the malor dru

vempanics use the smaller generic houses to produce for them
the American Medieal Association once supported generie

prescribing while banning drug ads from their journal; they
vravged both of these policies simultancously and the drug ad
vwere soon financing most of the AMA activities.

Scnator Kefauver started the fighe:

Kennedy and Nelson
kept it alive, for a number of years and
did succced In finding the documents (a8 a Tribune

reporter)
which led ta a $200.000,000 (ale) Fine
&

-~

I've been at 4¢

againse the drug compan{
tel. On chis drug,
head of 4 medical assoclation

°T rigging prices and serving as a car

tetracycline, I have heard the

in Coloabia tell we that he cou

1d not Preseribe tetracycline
Yecause of price and,

B2 & resule, ¢hildren died, The

than the [ight againat the drug companies, told me how he

arranged to have MeKesson-Robbing Produce genericy

in his
country and what happened then. Tommy Ehe Cork, who wes doth
the counrel eg the FMA and a State nmvuﬂnﬂnan ﬁmvn-osnlnnci
en the issue,

In New York, we are on the verge of doi

eppesicion {s out In force, very ¢clever
a1y powerful, Yery political,
have stymied

ng Something ., The
. Very oevrn-npn-nau.
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ad
the "cnemy” but they are there using the tools of the tr

I think you cameras ean find them at work.

My office {5 rather unusual. It has the derivative

pover of all the committees. The secret is the subpena,

are into natural gas, coffee,

Arab boycott, banks, commerci
bribery,

AT & T, organized crime, etc.

We do fr with mirro
and volunteers.

Everytime they cut wmy budget, I get another
bored Wall Street lavyer to work for me for free. When

the office was firse announced, and I had a head

~on with
Rockefeller!

8 lawyers over access to the records of his

administration {1 wanted to Teview

every admintistrative and
legislative tax change

over the lase twenty years), the
Republicans formed a Secret committee ro monitor my
an Albany feporeer

Demacrats established

activicieg
(dizcovered by

): four ®monthe later, the
a4 counsel tg ®onitor my operations.
+ Our goals are
rgencrally

e
1s that kind of office

n:-uun:nnonun and

along a Populige line.
lusue, | think we are on the

legislative changes

On this

we will have cur the legs from under

There are two fights here,

vaging with hearings, And the

working wich susceptible
effores,

hidden worig of the lobbyigeg
legislatoes ¢a eripple
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Sorry this is so long.
Thanks for listening.
P.8.

Mnnyo-r..m an article to indicate how long this has

een going on,

April 18, 197

Let me know what you thij

Sincerely,
L4
V97

William F, Haddad




